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LESSON XXVILI. 


THE TRIUMPHAL PROCESSION. 


1. The Start from Bethany. The supper 
at Simon’s house was probably prolonged 
into the evening. It was no doubt under- 
stood by all that Jesus with his followers 
would the next morning go to Jerusalem. 
It can be imagined that this contemplated 
visit to the city was looked upon with grave 
apprehensions by the friends of Jesus, and 
it may be that the fear of what might befall 
him had something to do in stirring the 
heart of Mary to such a costly and tender 
manifestation of her love; so that the 
anointing was indeed for his burial, coming 
as it were out of the shadow that his death 
cast before. 

But when the morning came, the calm- 
ness of Jesus, his great elevation of soul, 
his perfect trust in the Father, dispelled all 
fear from the hearts of his followers, and 
they gathered with joy to attend his steps 
as he went onward into the midst of his 
foes. It was, therefore, not a depressed, 
but a happy and hopeful band of men and 
women that walked out of Bethany to 
accompany Jesus to the Holy City. It 
was on the first day of that week which the 
church keeps in memory as Passion-Week, 
commemorating the day itself by its Palm- 
Sunday. 

2. Bethphage (Beth'-pha-ge). 'The situ- 
ation of this village has not been decisively 
ascertained. The word means, ‘‘ the house 
of unripe figs.” All that is clear about the 
place is, that it was near Bethany. Of the 
the three roads or paths leading from Beth- 
any to Jerusalem, Jesus undoubtedly took 
the most southerly one, which was the con- 
tunuation of the Jericho road. This was the 


most travelled one, and was the best adapted 
to large caravans. Bethphage, then, may 
have lain a little to the south and west of 
Bethany. Some authorities, however, place 
it farther east. The names of the two 
places imply that date-palms abounded in 
Bethany, and fig-trees in Bethphage. 

8. The Young Ass. Jesus had moved 
on but a short distance before he described 
to two of the disciples a place in a small 
village then in sight, where there was a 
colt tied, and sent them for it. They. went 
as directed, and found the colt on a street 
by the door of a house. How did Jesus 
know that the colt was there, and that the 
owner would be willing to lend him? The 
owner was undoubtedly known to Jesus. 
A probable explanation upon natural prin- 
ciples would be that some arrangement had 
been made beforehand in regard to this 
animal, or that the information given was 
the result of inquiries that had been made, 
as on that morning the people were flocking 
to Jesus from all the villages in that vicinity. 
But the generally accepted explanation is, 
that Jesus knew what he had stated, not in 
the way that men ordinarily learn things, 
but through his extraordinary power of 
knowing all things. The two disciples 
found things just as had been stated. The 
owner of the animal, or those who had it 
in charge, surrendered it to the need of the 
Lord, upon the promise that it should be 
returned. 

It will be observed that Matthew speaks 
of two animals, —the mother of the colt 
being also taken. The other evangelists 
refer only to the colt. The synoptics agree 
in regard to the manner in which the animal 
was obtained, while John makes the finding 
of it rather accidental. Mark and Luke 
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_ say the colt had never been ridden. The 


Mosaic Law seemed to regard animals that 
never had been brought into the service of 
man as more suitable for sacred purposes 
(Deut. xxi. 3). These evangelists, there- 
fore, intimate a peculiar fitness in. this 
animal for the sacred service it was to 
perform. Probably Matthew intended to 
imply that Jesus rode the colt, though his 
words as we have them assert that he rode 
both animals. 

4, The Ass among the Jews. This ani- 
mal, held in such low esteem, and even 
contempt by the western nations, was 
highly regarded by the Jews. The nature 
of their country was such that the ass was 

“much more serviceable to them than the 
horse could be. It will be noticed that the 
references to horses in the Old Testament 
are to horses for war purposes. It is the 
war-horse that is so magnificently described 
in the Book of Job. In all their peaceful 
avocations, ‘the chief dependence of the 
people was upon the ass. Hence the sig- 
nificance of Jesus’ riding into Jerusalem 
upon an ass. Though hailed as king, and 
receiving kingly homage, he rode not as a 
royal conqueror; but in lowly guise, as 
a peaceful sovereign who would render the 
utmost services, even the lowliest, to his 
people. 

5. The Procession. ‘The colt having been 
brought, the disciples take off their outer 
garments and put them upon it, and seat 
Jesus thereon. Every thing is to be 
devoted to him whom the people would 
honor. When the attendants upon Jehu, 
after his anointing, would hail him as king 
(2 Kings ix. 13), they, built pp a throne for 
him of their garments. The enthusiasm 
of the followers of Jesus is awakened, when 
they see him mounted upon the ass, ready 
to move onward. Some dim prophecy of 
the Messiah riding into the Holy City upon 
an ass comes into mind, and the expecta- 
tions and joy of the crowd are wonderfully 
excited. They pluck the long palm-leaves, 
and proceed to follow in triumphal pro- 
cession. They shout out with emphasis the 


benediction with which Jew meets Jew on | 
these festive occasions, — ‘‘ Blessed is he | 
that cometh in the name of the Lord!” 
What glorious visions of the Messianic 
kingdom they see arise! They carpet the 
way with their garments and palm-leaves, 
and send up their ‘‘ Hosannas!” in lofty 
tone and intense meaning. 

6. Hosanna. This word is an invocation 
to God ‘‘ to save.” <‘‘ Save, I pray thee!” 
The phrase ‘‘in the highest” probably | 
refers to God as in the heavens. ‘‘ Save, 
I pray, thou who art in the heavens!” 
Possibly it may denote the strong uplifting 
of the invocation. 

7. The Pharisees. There were a few 
men in this great company out of sympathy 
with the prevailing spirit. They relished 
not the ‘‘Hosannas” in their relation to 
Jesus, and were indignant that he should 
allow himself to be hailed as the Son of 
David, and thus connected in the minds 
of his followers with the Messianic king- 
dom. But that the people were so nu- | 
merous, and their enthusiasm so sincere, 
these Pharisees would have held the whole 
affair in contempt. As it was, they con- | 
descended to address Jesus as a Rabbi 
who was allowing things quite unworthy | 
his dignity. ‘Rabbi, rebuke thy disci- 
ples!” Jesus asserted, in reply to this 
demand, that the spirit which prompted 
these acclaims could not be repressed; that, | 
should these human voices be silenced, the | 
very stones along the roadway would wit- | 
ness of it. His strong hyperbolical lan- 
guage implied the excessive hardness of | 
the Pharisaic disposition. | 

8. Weeping over Jerusalem. The pro- 
cession moves on. Passing along the side — 
of one of the elevations of Olivet, the road 
leads up and across a ledge, from which is 
seen Jerusalem in all its glory and beauty. 
The golden-roofed temple rises above the 
white walls and towers in dazzling radiance. 
Here the voices are hushed, and all gaze 
with admiration across the valley of the 
Kedron to the city set on a hill and girded 
around with mountains. All but one. The 


y 


THE TEACHER'S GUIDE. 


contrast between the external appearance 
and internal condition of the great city 
forces itself upon him; and, as he forecasts 
its fate, and sees the suffering in store for 
its people, because of their foolish pride 
and the stubborn closing of their hearts to 
the divine influences of goodness and truth, 
the tears come into his eyes, and he breaks 
forth in a lament over their evil condition, 
their blindness to the things belonging to 
their peace, and the terrible retribution to 
come. The companions of Jesus are moved, 
and wonder what his words betoken. For 
a time the spirit of exultation and praise is 
checked. 

9. The Crowd from the City. The move- 
ment of Jesus was slow. Some of his 
friends, as well as a few of his enemies, 
went on in adyance, and spread the tidings 
of his approach. Many Galileans had al- 
ready arrived at Jerusalem, and were 
encamped about its walls, or on the slopes 
of Olivet. There was a hasty gathering, 
a plucking of the branches of the olive and 
the fig, and palm-leaves, from the gardens 
around. Others rushed from the city to 
learn the cause of the excitement. So it 
was spread from one’to another that Jesus 
of Nazareth was approaching. A large 
company thus went forth to meet him, — 
some from real interest, others from curi- 
osity. As the two companies drew near 
to each other, the songs of triumph again 
burst forth. Salutation responded to salu- 
tation, and ‘‘Hosanna!” to ‘‘ Hosanna!” 
The enthusiasm reached a higher pitch than 
before. The new-comers turn about, and 
lead the way to the city. The crowd is 
constantly augmented. Their shouts as 
they ascend Mount Moriah are heard within 
the city, and all Jerusalem is stirred with 
excitement. 

10. The Entrance into the City. The pro- 
cession, now swollen to large proportions, 
passes through the gate into the city. The 
receiver of all this honor rides on in lowly 
majesty. Garments and branches of green 
strew the way. All along he is greeted 
with, — ‘‘ Blessed is he that cometh in the 
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name of the Lord!” Some, out of their 
Messianic faith, shouted, ‘‘ Hosanna to the 
Son of David!” and others, taking up 
the strain, would cry, ‘‘ Hosanna in the 
highest! ” 

The order for the arrest of Jesus was 
still in force. He was under the ban of 
excommunication. But what could the 
Great Council, or its officers, do? To 
arrest Jesus then was impossible. Any 
attempt to have done it would have led to 
an uproar that would have called forth the 
Roman soldiery, and perhaps deluged Jeru- 
salem with blood. The enemies of Jesus 
could only swallow their indignation, and 
bide their time. 

But Jesus was not deceived. He knew 
the hollowness of his triumph. The shadow 
of the cross lay across his path. Yet all 
might aid in his ministry of good. Called 
the son of David, he knew that he was a 
son in a higher sense than the people under- 
stood. He received then outward homage; 
for he had come to expose himself to the 
public gaze, and draw the attention of all 
Jewry to him. He had come to declare 
the truth of God with all boldness in the 
presence of his enemies, and to sacrifice 
himself to that truth in the face of the 
nation. 

11. The Prophecy of Zechariah. The 
prophecy referred to by the writers of the 
first and the fourth Gospels is Zech. ix. 
9:— F 

“Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion! 
Shout, daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, thy king cometh to thee; 

He is just and victorious, 
Mild, and riding upon an ass, 
Even upon a colt, the foal of an ass.” 


Matthew affirms that the manner in which 
Jesus rode into Jerusalem was the fufil- 
ment of this prophecy. The question 
arises, Did the prophet have this entrance 
into Jerusalem in mind when he wrote as 
above? By reading the whole prophecy, 
of which the verse quoted is but a part, the 
impression will probably be gained that 
the prophet referred to a different state 


. 
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of things from that which existed when 
Jesus thus rode into Jerusalem, or from 
that which followed. Another question 
comes: Did Jesus consciously proceed in 
such a manner as to fulfil this. prophecy, as 
far as his entry into the city was concerned ? 
There is no evidence that he did, but rather 
to the contrary; for John says, that it 
came to the disciples some time afterwards 
that these things were written of Jesus, — 
thus intimating that the fulfilment was an 
inference of their own. But it seems evi- 
dent that these two writers were struck 
with the fitness of the prophet’s words to 
describe the actual occurrence, and took 
them as intended for that purpose. 


LESSON XXVIII. 
THE VISIT TO THE TEMPLE. 


1. The Course of the Procession. The 
Gospels do not indicate that the procession 
moved along through the streets of the city. 
The forming of the procession and its move- 
ments seem to have come about naturally. 
Nothing was done for the mere purpose 
of display. It must be concluded, there- 
fore, that the procession passed through 
but a small portion of the city, —if, indeed, 
any portion then walled in; and that the 
excitement attending it was mostly in the 
suburbs. 

The road from Jericho and Bethany now 
enters Jerusalem at St. Stephen’s Gate, on 
the eastern side of the city. This gate is 
a little to the north of the spot occupied 
by the tower, or fortress, Antonia, which 
was on the north side of the temple. Some 
authorities forbid the supposition that there 
was any temple gate either on the east side 
or the north. If they are correct, it must 
be supposed that Jesus entered the city 
somewhere in the locality of St. Stephen’s 
Gate, and passed around to the western 
side of the teniple, entering it at one of 
the gates on that side. 

But there is a closed-up gateway on the 
eastern side, south of St. Stephen’s. The 
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architecture of this gateway seems to indi- 
cate that it was built two or three centuries 
after the time of Christ. When the crusa- 
ders held Jerusalem, it was not closed up; 
but the gate was kept shut, excepting on 
Palm-Sunday, when it was opened in 
commemoration of the entrance of Jesus 
through it to the temple. If Jesus passed 
through a gateway at this spot, his entrance 
into the city was also his entrance into the 
temple. There is Jewish authority for 
believing that there was a temple gate on 
that side, —the east gate. In connection 
with this gate, sculptured in bas-relief, was 
a representation of the Persian city Susa, 
the Shushan of the Bible. Hence the gate 
was called the Susan, or the Shushan, 
Gate. 

2. The Breaking up of the Procession. 
This, of course, took place outside of the 
temple. Jesus dismounted, probably send- 
ing the ass back to its owner. His followers 
freed themselves from the dust of travel, 
and in an orderly way he and they entered 
within the precincts of the Lord’s house. 

3. The Commotion in the Oity. It is not 
necessary to suppose that the whole city 
was at once thrown into excitement. The 
occurrences described took place on the 
eastern side; on the slope of Mount Ol- 
ivet, in the valley of the Kedron, on the 
ascent of Mount Moriah, and perhaps in 
asmall part of the city near the temple. 
But intelligence of what was going on would 
naturally extend into the city; and, if the 
procession proceeded to the western side 
of the temple, it might have been seen, and 
the shouts heard, by many of the residents 
on Mount Zion. It must be remembered, 
also, that there were many strangers en- 
camped around the city who had come up 
early to the feast. How the excitement 
began outside of the city, and extended 
within it, can readily be imagined. 

4. Who is This? It went from man to 
man in the city that some one was approach- 
ing, accompanied by a great crowd full of 
enthusiasm, and filling the air with their 
shouts of ‘* Hosanna!” There was a rushing 
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of the Jews towards the spot whence the 
shouts proceeded. What did they behold? 
A man of lowly mien, riding on an ass, in 
the midst of a moving procession. The 
multitude were saluting him as son of 
David. What this title meant all knew. 
For what Jew was there who did not cher- 
ish the expectation of the coming of the 
Messiah to sit on the throne of his father 
David? But what was there in the humble 
rider and his peasant following to remind 
them of him who was to come in the clouds 
of heaven? ‘They reached the processicn. 
Wonder-struck, they asked, ‘‘ Who is this ?” 
But they who were shouting ‘‘ Hosanna to 
the Son of David!” seemed to falter in their 
faith. They did not answer, ‘‘ The Mes- 
siah;” but, ‘‘ Jesus the Prophet of Naza- 
reth.” Of him they had all heard, and each 
interpreted the scene for himself. But the 
answer had no tendency to allay the excite- 
ment; for all knew that his coming into the 
city under any circumstances was likely to 
be attended with important results. A few 
weeks ago he had left, seemingly fleeing 
for his life. Strange reports had come 
back of his teaching and healing beyond 
the Jordan; of his coming into Bethany 
and raising his friend from the dead, and 
then disappearing from view. There he 
was then, riding into the city in the most 
open manner, and allowing the attention of 
all to be called to him, as he was hailed by 
his followers by the highest of all titles. 
Might it not be that, after all, he was the 
Messiah? It is not strange that such an 
idea should take possession of the popular 
mind, notwithstanding the perverted ideas 
of the Messianic reign that had come to be 
generally held. 

5. The Scene in the Gentile Court. 
entered the temple. The crowd accom- 
panied him. It was probably towards the 
middle of the day.. There is but little re- 
corded of his teaching which can be associ- 
ated with this day’s visit. No doubt he 
expressed himself freely to his disciples in 
regard to all that he saw, and spoke to the 
multitude of whatever the occasion sug- 
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gested. There, as everywhere, came to 
him those who needed his healing power. 
But what stirred him deeply was the unholy 
uses to which the outer court of the Lord’s 
temple had become devoted. 

The tables of the money-changers, and 
the booths of those who sold doves, sheep, 
bullocks, or whatever was required for the 
sacrifices, were stationed along the aisles 
of the cloisters; and there were the animals 
themselves in the court exposed for sale. 
The pavement of many-colored stones was 
covered with litter and filth. The sharp 
voices of the traders were heard above the 
lowing of bullocks and the bleating of 
sheep. The spirit of gain ruled supreme. 
All idea of holiness had been banished, and 
the glorious beauty of the temple had been 
defiled. It was only in this court that 
Gentiles were admitted, and what a scene 
it was to impress them with the sanctity of 
the Jewish temple, and the holiness of the 
God the Jews worshipped! It must have 
excited the indignation of all pious He- 
brews. 

This use of the temple court had come 
on by degrees. The money-brokers were 
probably the first to get a foothold there. 
The temple-tax was a half-shekel. It could 
not be paid by its value in other money, 
but only with Jewish coin. These brokers 
made the exchange required, as money- 
brokers do now, at a certain percentage. 
At the time of the great feasts they did a 
thriving business. One kind of business 
haying got inside of the temple gates, other 
kinds easily followed. The sellers of doves 
found a place there; then the sellers ot 
lambs; and by and by all restrictions got 
removed. They who came up to the temple. 
to make their sacrifices could purchase there 
whatever was required. At the great feasts, 
when the temple was visited by so many 
thousands, and especially at the passover, 
when each family group must be supplied 
with a lamb, the court of the temple must 
have presented the appearance of a bazaar, 
or market-place. On that Sunday when 
Jesus entered the temple, the traders were, 
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no doubt, making ready for the large busi- 
~~ ness of passover-week. 

6. The Children in the Temple. It has 
been suggested by some writers that boys 
were employed for some purposes in the 
ritualistic services of the Jewish temple; 
and that these boys were the children re- 
ferred to. It would seem quite natural, 
however, that children should find their 
way into the outer court of the temple 
upon such an occasion. Many had seen 
the procession, and heard the exclamations 
of the multitude. They knew the interest 
that centred that afternoon in the temple, 
and would be eager to enter there and see 
for themselves. It may be that they, in 
imitation of what had transpired, formed a 
procession, and catching the general enthu- 
siasm sent up their young voices in Hosan- 
nas to the son of David. Sucha proceeding 
would naturally irritate the leading Jews, 

as showing how general had become the 
interest in Jesus. The indignation ex- 
pressed in their question was not so much 
that he allowed this to be done, — as they 
would not regard his authority in the tem- 
ple as equal to their own, — but because he 
had encouraged such false notions in the 
people, that they had been imbibed by the 
very children. No doubt, also, the win- 
ning ways of Jesus had much to do with 
this homage of the children, so that what 
they did was not entirely a mimic act. The 
tone and manner of the Pharisees indicated 
contempt as well as indignation. 

7. The Reply of Jesus. But Jesus as- 
serted that the homage of the children was 
not to be repressed, nor despised. They 
were acting in accordance with their nature. 
In the simplicity of their hearts, they had 
caught up the strain of their elders, and 
in sincere love and admiration uttered the 
words, little understanding their meaning. 
This childish tribute was to him most wel- 
come; and he xgminded these chief Jews 
that their own revered Psalmist and King 
had taught them that from the mouth of 
babes and sucklings God had ordained 
praise. The free and guileless ways of 
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childhood manifested the goodness of God, 
and childish utterances often revealed the 
highest truth. The aptness of the quota- 
tion silenced the Pharisees. Their sneer- 
ing words had only given a greater signifi- 
cance to the act of the children. 

This defence of the children came from 
that understanding of the child-nature that 
is gained only through sympathy with it. 
In much that children do there is a deeper 
meaning than is perceived. ‘They are not 
to be cut off from acts of praise and wor- 
ship, because of the lack of understanding. 
What they lack of understanding is more 
than made up by simplicity of heart and 
sincerity of purpose. 

8. Lhe Return to Bethany. As the sun 
declined Jesus quietly gathered his dis- 
ciples, and withdrew from the temple. 
They descended into the valley of the Ked- 
ron, and taking a less travelled path than 
that they followed in the morning, passed 
along by the olive gardens up Olivet, and 
crossing its summit descended for rest into 
the little village of Bethany. What they 
talked of on the way, or in the place of 
their retirement, or what thoughts they 
brooded over in silence, can only be con- 
jectured. 


LESSON XXIX. 
THE BARREN FIG-TREE. 


1. The Night at Bethany. Jesus and his 
disciples probably repaired at night to some 
retired spot on Mount Olivet, in the vicinity 
of Bethany. Somewhere under the olive- 
trees the evening meal was partaken, con- 
sisting of a few simple viands they had 
brought with them from Jerusalem, and 
places of rest were prepared, and rest 
sought. The moon drawing near its full 
shed its soft beauty upon the scene around, 
and glimmered through the branches 
stretched out above them. It may be the 
disciples by turns kept watch, lest the 
enemies of Jesus in search of him might 
come upon them unawares. 
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The events of the day had not lessened 
the enmity of the leading Jews. The de- 
termination to effect his arrest was, on the 
part of the Sanhedrim, stronger than ever ; 
but while Jesus had so large and enthusi- 
astic a following, it was a very difficult 
thing to be accomplished. The apprehen- 
sion that they would attempt it secretly no 
doubt kept Jesus from acceptitig the hospi- 
tality of the well-known Bethany home. 

2. The Next Morning. At the rising of 
the sun the little band were on their feet, 
preparing for the new day. ‘The disciples 
knew not of the plans of their Master. 
Nothing had been provided for the morning 
meal. He would take them, perhaps, to 
the house of Mary and Martha, or he 
would send Judas, the treasurer of the 
little company, to Bethany, to purchase 
food. Jesus, however, would start at once 
for Jerusalem. The picture of the dese- 
crated temple, as he saw it the afternoon 
before, was impressed vividly upon his 
memory, and he was stirred by a great 
purpose. They moved onward along the 
sides, and down the slopes of Olivet, into 
the valley of the Kedron. 

3. The Fig-Tree. Jesus had probably 
eaten little or nothing the day before, and 
soon had the sensation of hunger. It was 
too early in the season for fruit. But in 
the distance was observed a fig-tree, thick 
with foliage. As the fruit of this kind of 
tree sets before the leaves unfold, it was 
possible there might be found on that tree 
a few early figs. Jesus would have been 
more likely to expect this, if, as Josephus 
intimates, there was a species of fig-tree in 
Galilee that bore fruit every month in the 
year excepting January and February. 

The disciples, with Jesus, approached 
the tree. Figs were sought for. Not only 
were there no ripe figs, but there was no 
sign that there had been, or was to be, any 
fruit. It was in fact the very lack of the 
vital power to produce fruit which had in 
part been the cause of its abundant foliage. 
What seemed the sign of thrifty, produc- 
tive life, was in fact a sign of decay and 


death. Jesus was disappointed. But the 
tree which would yield nothing to satisfy 
physical hunger, in answer to the expecta- 
tions it had excited, should yet convey a 
lesson to the human soul, and have its in- 
fluence in the production of the fruits of 
the spirit. Jesus, however, then only 
announced the fact that no more fruit 
would grow upon that tree, and passed on. 

It must be borne in mind that there was 
no attempt on the part of either Matthew 
or Mark to give all that was said on this 
occasion; and, as each gives a different ex- 
pression as coming from Jesus in reference 
to the tree, there can be no certainty in 
regard to the exact words he used. 

4, The Jewish Nation Symbolized. Com- 
mentators give most of their space and, 
efforts to explaining how all the various 
circumstances of the account of the fig-tree 
fit into their religious theories. It must be 
made clear how Jesus, who from his divine 
power knew, as they say, that there was no 
fruit upon that tree, went to it to ascertain 
if there might not be some; and how he 
could blame the tree, and in what respect 
he did blame it, because he found no fruit 
upon it. Leaving these considerations to 
those who have a peculiar interest in them, 
it will be better to make most prominent 
the fact that Jesus so happily illustrated. 

The leaves on the tree made a great show 
of thrifty life, and led to the conclusion 
that the tree must be a vigorous fruit- 
bearer. An examination proved that it 
was no fruit-bearer at all. Compare it 
with the Jewish nation. That nation pro- 
fessed to have the law of God, and boasted 
of its scrupulous conformity to it. Phari- 
sees went about with it inscribed upon their 
garments. These were the outward signs, 
the leaves that indicated religious life. But 
when the righteous deeds which are the 
fruits of a religious life were sought for, 
they were not to be found, This was accord- 
ing to the nature of things. Professions 
are only leaves. The more the vital prin- 
ciple of righteous life is lacking in nations, ' 
or individuals, the more the life runs to 
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professions. Jesus only affirmed a general 

_ spiritual law, when he asserted that no 
blessing could come from such a life. He 
would henceforth and for ever save men 
from the disappointment of searching for 
real righteousness in such directions. 

5. Arrival at the Temple. Jesus led his 
companions up the temple-hill, and entered 
Jerusalem. There was no difficulty in 
procuring food to satisfy the demands of 
hunger. The crowd, as on the day before, 
began to collect about him and follow his 
movements. He entered the temple, and 
the same scene was before him as described 
in the last lesson. His rising indignation 
strengthened him in his already formed 
purpose. 

6. The Act of Jesus. The picture pre- 
sented is that of violent proceedings on the 
part of Jesus, and the accomplishment of 
more than would seem possible, except 
through superhuman power. How could 
this one man overthrow the tables of: the 
money-changers, and the seats of the dove- 
sellers, and not meet with some violent op- 
position? How could he drive out of the 
temple that numerous body of traders who 
had taken their stations there? It is not 
to be supposed that he came into personal 
contact with these men and accomplished 
this through physical strength. 

The desecration of the temple which had 
so excited the righteous indignation of 
Jesus was not regarded with complacency 
by a very large portion of the Jews. They 
had become used to the sight of traders in 
the Gentile court; but their judgment had 
never approved such presence there, and 
their feeling was very much against it. 
Then the Galileans, who had come up to 
the passover, and others, were strongly on 
the side of Jesus, and were looking for him 
to declare himself king. All those who 
had on the preceding day hailed him as 
Son of David, would look upon this at- 
tempt of his to .purify the temple as per- 
fectly in keeping with his character and 
position, and as a confirmation of his Mes- 
sianic dignity and power. 
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The gracious teacher who opened his 
mouth in parables, and dropped words of 
heavenly wisdom, could speak with great 
vehemence and power. On this occasion 
his eyes flashed with a holy anger, and his 
whole form seemed to take on a command- 
ing appearance. He spoke with an energy, 
a directness, a convicting power, that could 
not be withstood. He hurled against these 
desecrators of the temple the words of the 
prophets, —‘‘ My house shall be called a 
house of prayer, but ye have made it a den 
of robbers.” The people excited by his 
words and manner rushed on with him, 
overturning the tables of the money- 
changers and the seats of those who sold 
doves; driving the animals brought there 
for sale from the temple. The traders, 
struck with consternation, could do noth- 
ing to protect themselves or their property, 
and were glad to escape through the tem- 
ple-gates. For a time the excitement was 
great. The priests came down from the 
inner courts, and looked on in amazement ; 
Rabbis and scribes glared with rage, and 
franticly strove to stay the proceedings, 
but there was no withstanding the impetu- 
osity of the crowd. The work went on till 
the Gentile court was cleared of all that 
was out of harmony with the sacredness of 
the temple. ‘The Roman guard looked 
down from his watch-tower in the fortress 
Antonia; but this ridding the temple of 
polluting influences called not for Roman 
interference. Quiet by and by was re- 
stored, and an awe of Jesus seemed to 
come over the people. There was a solemn 
stillness, as they waited for what next was 
to come. What followed on this day is 
not recorded, save that the priests and 
scribes took counsel together how they 
might destroy Jesus; but were restrained 
by the multitude who listened to his teach- 
ing with devout attention, astonished at its 
power. 

7. The Quotation from the Prophels. The 
first clause is found in Isaiah, lvi. 7: ‘* For 
mine house shall be called an house of 
prayer for all people.” The second in Jer, 
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vii. 11: ‘¢Is this house, which is called by 
my name, become a den of robbers in your 
eyes?” As it was only in the outer court 
that foreigners could be admitted, in order 
that they might be suitably impressed by 
the idea the temple represented, and 
brought to reverence the God there wor- 
shipped, some sacredness should certainly 
be attached to it. But at that time the 
exacting spirit of trade was there rife. The 
accommodation of the worshipper by bring- 
ing within his easy reach what he must offer 
in sacrifice, and the kind of money he 
needed for his temple-tax, was not the 
motive of the traders, nor of the priests 
who had admitted them to the temple. 
Their simple object was gain. The eager 
pursuit of this led to such overreachings 
and frauds that characterizing this outer 


eourt as a ‘‘den of robbers” was not far | 


from the actual condition of things. 

8. The Hupulsion of the Traders as re- 
corded by John. In John i. 13-17, there 
is an account of the expulsion of the traders 
at the first passover which Jesus attended 
after the commencement of his ministry. 
This was treated in Lesson X XIII. of June, 
1873. The question arises whether there 
were two scenes of this kind, one at the 
first passover, and the other at the last; or 
whether the synoptics and John describe 
the same scene, the latter making a mistake 
in regard to the time of its occurrence. 
Most writers upon the subject argue that 
there were two expulsions. They may be 
right. But if there was but one, which is 
correct, the synoptics or John? There can 
be but little doubt in the matter. Not only 
the concurring testimony of the three, but 
the probabilities of the case would lead to 
its connection with the last passover rather 
than the first. Those who believe in two 
expulsions account for the silence of John 
in regard to the second from the supple- 
mentary character of his Gospel; and for 
the silence of the synoptics in regard to the 
first, from the fact that they do not gener- 
ally give the events of the early Judean 
ministry of Jesus. 


: 
ie 


9. Suggestions. Not the observance of 
exclusive rites of worship will keep the 
church in a holy attitude towards God, if 
on the side of the world it indulges an un- 
holy spirit. The inner sanctuary of the 
heart cannot be kept pure without purity in 
the outward life. Not the formal reception 
of Jesus makes an accepted disciple, but 
the reception of that spirit which works the 
entire expulsion of evil. 


LESSON XXX. 
THE PRAYER OF FAITH. 


1. Another Night on Olivet. After an 
exciting day, Jesus once more retired from 
the city to rest, perhaps, in the same se- 
questered spot as the night before. The 
lessons of the day were enforced upon the 
disciples as they travelled along with the 
Master. Supper was eaten; conversation 
followed; and then came sleep. / 

2. The Next Morning. ‘The morning of 
Tuesday they started early for the city. 
Jesus would work while it was day. His 
enemies were plotting against him; but he 
shrunk not from them. He would meet 
them in the temple, and there labor to 
bring his countrymen to the truth in heart 
and life. . 

3. Appearance of the Iig-tree. As the 
little band walked along the familiar path, 


Peter was the first to notice the changed ° 


condition of the fig-tree, on whose 
branches they yesterday sought fruit in 
vain. Its leaves were all withered, and 
the whole tree seemed in a dying condition. 


He quickly exclaimed: ‘‘ Rabbi, see! the 


fig-tree that thou didst curse is withered. 


away!” All murmured in surprise, and 
looked upon Jesus with awe. 

4, What it Symbolized. The morning 
before, green and apparently very flourish- 
ing, but fruitless, it symbolized a nation, a 
church, or an individual, holding the truth 
in an outward way, multiplying rites and 
ceremonies, and making loud and _ profuse 
professions of the observance of the law of 
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~ God, instead of receiving that truth into the 
interior life, the inspiration of all acts, and 
thus, living the law of God, to bring forth 
the fruits of righteousness. As the disci- 
ples stood by the tree this second morning, 
it had for them another lesson. How sud- 
denly had its glory departed! It then 
symbolized the outward condition into 
which such nation, church, or individual 
must fall, because of the lack of the inward 
principle of a righteous life. It was not 
simply a foreshadowing of the destruction 
that was to come upon Jerusalem, but was 
a symbol of the condition of the Jewish 
religion, an illustration of the sure working 
of spiritual law. 

5. The Cursing of the Tree. To curse 
any thing is to wish it evil, to pronounce 
maledictions upon it. It will be absurd to 
suppose that Jesus had any thing like anger 
towards this tree, and wrought its death 
because it had deceived him. It the words 
of Peter imply any thing of that sort, it 
will be quite right to suppose that he was 
mistaken, as he was on sundry other occa- 
sions. ‘The original word implies that 
Jesus devoted the tree to destruction. 
Those who see in the change wrought in 
the tree a manifestation of the power of 
Jesus are not compelled to view his act in 
the light of a curse, nor as a result of his 
impatience, because he had gone to the tree 
in his hunger for fruit and had found none. 
It is far more consistent with the character 
of Jesus, and instructive, to consider it a 
revealing, in a most impressive way, of the 
utter want of vitality in a ritualistic religion 
that left out of account righteousness of 
life, and what in the end must be the result 
in the individual or the church. 

6. Faith in God. The connection of the 
words of Jesus with the remark of Peter is 
not quite clear. The commonly received 
explanation is that the disciples wondered 
at the power of Jesus in arresting the life of 
the tree, andjhe assured them that if they 
would have perfect faith in God, they could 
do a far greater thing. But this does not 
satisfy, because it leaves out of account the 


real significance of the withered tree. It 
was not the power to make the tree wither 
that Jesus wished to have the disciples im- 
pressed with, but with the truth that the 
withered tree symbolized. And this truth 
is all the same, even though the tree with- 
ered from a natural cause ; even though the 
story of the tree was originally told as a 
parable, and came to be believed as an 
actual occurrence, getting worked into the 
shape of an acted parable. 

What had been done tothe tree? It had 
shown that it possessed not the necessary 
principle of fruit-bearing life, and as that 
was essential to the real purpose that the 
tree was to subserve, there was no further 
occasion for its cumbering the ground. So 
even that vitality which it did possess, so 
deceptive in appearance, was taken from it. 
Now if this tree represented the Jewish 
polity, Jewish ecclesiasticism, it was this 
latter that had lost the life-principle essen- 
tial to the production of righteousness, 
and was therefore a cumbrance of the | 
ground in the spiritual vineyard, and should | 
be deprived of what life it had in its tradi- | 
tions, and the reverence of the nation for 
what had come down from the past. This | 
was the tree they were to make wither in the » 
sight of men and die. 

There then was the little band of disci- . 
ples with their teacher, and before them 
the great Jewish nation. On the hill they 
were ascending was the great and holy tem- ; 
ple with its magnificent ritual. To that | 
spot the eyes of the nation were turned ; to | 
that spot all came to present themselves | 
before God at the great feasts. That : 
temple-crowned hill symbolized Judaism. 
Jesus, out of a deep consciousness of the 
omnipotent power of divine truth, assured | 
his disciples that if they, with an unwavering | 
faith in God, should say to this mountain, , 
be thou removed and cast into the sea, it | 
would come to pass as they said. 

The idea to be associated with mountains : 
in Scripture, when they are to be levelled, , 
or buried from sight, is that of obstacles to) 
the progress of truth. Therefore, beyond | 


a 
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the reference to the removal of a special 
obstacle, the words of Jesus are the divine 
assurance to men that there is no power on 
earth that can resist those into whom comes 
through faith the strength of God. Institu- 
tions, customs, all things that support error 
and wrong, though they seem to stand as 
mountains, will be swept away as by the 
divine breath. 

7: Prayer. It followed very naturally 
that Jesus should endeavor to lead the dis- 
ciples to place complete trust in God, and 
go forth to their work with no doubt in 
their hearts. They were to seek from God 
all that they needed; and Jesus could as- 
sure them that whatever they asked in the 
full assurance that God would give it, would 
surely come to them. [t must be kept in 
mind that these words of Jesus were spoken 
on the very highest plane of the spiritual 
life, and are liable to be misunderstood 
when regarded from lower planes. Prayer 
in the experience of Jesus was a different 
thing from prayer in the conception of the 
Pharisees. It was not with him the mere 
utterance of words, or the mere asking for 
special favors. It came from the realization 
of God in the soul, and was an intense 
longing for a fuller revealing. Thus it was 
an opening of the soul to the entrance of 
spiritual influences. Its direct result was 
to induce that spiritual condition in which 
the desires of the heart should be in har- 
mony with the will of God. A full concep- 
tion of what prayer is, and of its great 
power, can only be gained through expe- 
rience. But it can be kept in mind that 
prayer with Jesus was not a wilful asking 
for this or that, according to changeable 
moods, but was a getting near to God, and 
an asking in harmony with what was felt 
to be the divine will. The very idea of 
prayer in its spiritual sense is the heartfelt 
desire to realize the divine will, that 
the inward and the outward life may be 
adjusted to it. There is nothing that 
gives such sublime strength to man as 
the consciousness that he is working with 


God. 


tea 


Thus it was that Jesus spoke of asking, 
believing that the things asked would be 
received. The prayer itself was a coming 
into conscious possession of divine compan- 
ionship, inspiration, and power. The words 
of Jesus cannot be understood if we start 
from the common idea of prayer; but only 
as we get into his idea. Here, especially, 
do the words of Paul apply, ‘spiritual 
things can only be spiritually discerned.” 
Let the scholars be led in the direction of 
the grand, satisfying, eternal truth that 
Jesus uttered, and not left to believe that 
whatever special things are asked for, in 
accordance with the common idea of faith, 
will be received. 

8. A Forgiving Spirit necessary to True 
Prayer. It is impossible to be in a condi- 
tion to receive the blessing that prayer 
brings, when there is anger, bitterness of 
feeling towards any, in the heart. More 
than that may be said. It is impossible 
under such circumstances truly to pray, 
only as the desire comes that this wrong 
feeling may be expelled; for it is only by 
its expulsion that there can be a consenting 
to the divine will. The connection of what 
Jesus says about forgiveness with what 
preceded seems to be that, in doing the 
great work before them, removing the 
mountains of ‘evil, they were to bear no 
malice against men; but, however treated, 
to manifest a forgiving spirit. They were 
to forget themselves in the winning of 
souls to God. The verse, ‘But if ye 
do not forgive, neither will your Father 
who is in heaven forgive your offences,” 
does not probably belong in this connec- 
tion. It is not found in the oldest manu- 
scripts. 

9. Suggestions. This lesson admits of 
many practical illustrations. Scholars will 
have found in their own experience how 
much more easily and happily they can do 
things, when they think they can do them, 
than when they feel they cannot. Faith 
in one’s power to do things is an inspiring 
motive. ‘*I can!” removes mountains; 
‘*T can’t,” faints at a mole-bill. 
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History, as well as the Bible, bears tes- 
timony to the inspiration of faith. That 

which is grandest and best in the present 
order of things in the world has come 
through faith. The establishment of Chris- 
tianity was the result of faith. ‘The Prot- 
estant Reformation came because of faith. 
Faith discovered America, came over in 
the ‘‘ Mayflower,” fought battles against 
great odds, founded institutions, wrought 
out an improved civilization. The faith in 
man that Christianity inspires has covered 
the land with churches and school-houses. 

The great thing, however, is the building 
up of the character through faith in God, 
in the everlasting principles of goodness 
and justice, in Jesus Christ as the world’s 
teacher and exemplar in divine things. 
This faith sees beyond this present world, 
lays hold of the everlasting, and works 
with God for the good of men. 


NOTHING BUT LEAVES. 


Noruine but leaves! When the Master shall 
come 
To visit his vineyard below; 
No fruit of the Spirit! no life work of love! 


Can it be that our life shall be so? 


Nothing but leaves! And the Master will come 
For fruitage when autumn is here, 
But the bough of life’s tree will yield nothing but 
leaves, 
And these will be yellow and sere. 


Nothing but leaves! 
ers, 
And the warm, genial sunshine in vain: 
The bright buds, the blossoms of hope, 
Are gone, and they come not again. 


All the soft summer show- 


Nothing but leaves! Opportunities gone, 
Aspirations all quenched at their birth, 

The higher, the nobler, the holier life 
Buried up ’neath the rubbish of earth. 


Nothing but leaves! The glad summer’s gone, 
And the antumn is coming e’en now, 

Alas! for the tree it shall wither away, 
God looketh for fruit from each bough. 


Nothing but leaves! A life lived in vain, 
And, oh, how the Good Master grieves 

To find that for all he has suffered for us, 
We come laden with nothing but leaves! 
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Nothing but leaves! O God, shall it be 
That this life shall so fruitless be found ? 

No, graft us anew, with thy spirit of love, 
For without it we cumber the ground. 


Selected. | 


MANAGEMENT OF SCHOLARS. 


[The ‘ National Normal’’ makes an excellent | 


use of Scripture in the following rules for teach- 
ers. Sunday-school teachers will find some of the 
rules quite serviceable. ] 


1. Do not talk too much. ‘‘ In the multi- 
tude of words there wanteth not sin; but 
he that refraineth his lips is wise.” 


2. Always speak kindly to an angry 
pupil. ‘*A soft answer turneth away 
wrath, but grievous words stir up anger.” 


3. Never be sarcastic. ‘‘ There is that 
speaketh like the piercing of a sword, but 
the tongue of the wise is health.” 

4. Some pupils expect you to scold them. 
By all means disappoint them. ‘* Reprove 
not a scorner, lest he hate thee.” 

5. Reprove and punish pupils privately, 
never publicly. ‘‘ Debate thy cause with 
thy neighbor himself, and discover not a 
secret to another.” 

6. See nothing, yet see every thing. 
Take immediate action upon very few mis- 
demeanors. They are not half so bad as 
your imagination makes them. ‘‘ The dis- 
cretion of a man deferreth his anger, and 
it is his glory to pass over a transgression.” 


7, At the same time do not hesitate to 
act promptly when necessary. ‘‘ A prudent 
man foreseeth the evil and hideth himself, 
but the simple pass on and are punished.” 

8. Don’t worry. Teach under ‘high 
pressure.” Govern under ‘low pressure.” 
‘* Fret not thyself because of evil-doers.” 

9. Never become discouraged, especially 
with serious difficulties. ‘If thou faint in 
the day of adversities, thy strength is 
small.” 

10. ** Withhold not good from them to 


whom it is due, when it is in the power of 
thine hand to do it.” 


Sot 
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LESSON XXVII.—THE TRIUMPHAL PROCESSION. 


[APRIL 4.] 


** Ride on, ride on in majesty ! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die! 
O Christ! thy triumphs now begin 
O’er captive death and conquered sin.” 


SCRIPTURE 


And when they were drawing near to Jerusalem | 
and to Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, he sendeth | 
forth two of his disciples, and saith to them, Go to | 
the village over against you; and immediately on 
entering it ye will find a colt tied, on which no man 
hath yet sat.... And they bring the colt to 
Jesus, and put their garments on it; and he 
sat upon it. And many spread their gar- 


MILMAN. 
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ments on the road; and others boughs, hav- 
ing cut them from the fields. And they that 
went before, and they that followed, cried, 
Hosanna! Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming 
kingdom of our father David! — MARK xi. 1- 
10. Noyes’s Translation. Read Marr. xxi. 1-11; 
LUKE xix. 29-44; JOHN xii, 12-19. 


CENTRAL TRUTH. — Jesus, no longer seeking concealment, enters Jerusalem in the 
most public manner, his friends rendering him kingly homage. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. In the morning after the supper at Simon’s 
house in Bethany, what did Jesus do? 

He started to go to Jerusalem with his disciples. 

2. What day was it? 

8. After he had walked a little way, what did 
he do? 

He sent two of his disciples to a village near to 
get a young ass upon which no man had ridden. 

4. What was the common beast of burden 
among the Jews? 

The ass; and it was very useful to them, and 
highly regarded. 

5. What did the two disciples do, when they 
brought this young animal to Jesus? 

They took off their outer garments, and laid them 
on the ass to make a sort of saddle. 

6. What then did Jesus do? 

He rode upon the ass while a great number of his 


Sriends went along with him on foot. 


FOR OLDER 


1. On what morning, and under what circum- 
stances, did Jesus start for Jerusalem, after the 
supper at Simon’s? 

2. What village lay near Bethany ? 

8. On what errand were two disciples sent ? 

4. How does Matthew differ from the other 
evangelists in regard to this errand ? 

5. What did the disciples do when they re- 
turned with the beast ? 


6. In what manner did Jesus ride along? 


7. Did this seem to them that he was riding 
like a king ? 

Yes; and they looked upon him as the long 
looked-for king, the Messiah. 

8. What did those believers in Jesus do? 

They spread palm-branches and their garments 
in the way, and sang psalms to his praise. 


= 


9. As Jesus came in sight of Jerusalem, what 


were his feelings ? 

He wept, because of the destruction he knew 
must come upon the city. 

10. As he approached the city, how was the 
procession enlarged ? 

By a great number of people who came out from 
the city to meet him. 

11. Can you conceive of Jesus entering the 
city, attended by this great multitude waving 
their branches of palm and chanting psalms in 
his praise? 
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7. Did those who accompanied him intend to 
pay him royal homage? 

8. What did he say when a rabbi asked him to 
rebuke them? . 

9. What was his utterance when he came in 
sight of Jerusalem ? 

10. How do you account for a large company 
coming from Jerusalem to meet him? 

11. What was the manner of the people, and 
what were their exclamations ? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


The morning in Bethany, the start for Jerusalem; the object of Jesus in sending for the ass; the 
way in which it was obtained; the manner of proceeding onward; the reference to prophecy; the 


complaint of the rabbi; the lament over Jerusalem; the crowd from tbe city ; 
the multitude; the entrance into the city; the significance of the whole. 


the exclamations of 
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LESSON XXVIII.—THE VISIT TO THE TEMPLE. 


 [Aprin 11.] 


*‘Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, 
Thy welcome shall proclaim ; 
And heaven’s eternal arches ring 
With thy beloved name.” 


SCRIPTURE 


And when he came into Jerusalem, the whole 
city was in commotion, saying, Whois this? And 
the multitudes said, This is the prophet Jesus, 
from Nazareth of Galilee. 

And Jesus went into the temple of God... . And 
the blind and lame came to him in the temple, and 
he cured them. But the chief priests and the 
scribes, when they saw the wonderful things which 


DODDRIDGE. 


READINGS. 


he did, and the children that were crying out 
in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the 
Son of David, were much displeased; and said to 
him, Dost thou hear what these say? But Jesus 
saith to them, Yea; did ye never read, ‘‘ From 
the mouth of babes and sucklings thou 
didst prepare praise’’? And he left them. — 
Marr. xxi. 10-17. Noyes’s Translation. 


CENTRAL TRUTH.-— Even the young, in following the pure instincts of their nature, 


bear witness to the Truth. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. What is said of the people of Jerusalem 
when Jesus entered the city? 

They were much excited, and asked, Who is this? 

2. What did the friends of Jesus answer? 

This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth. 

8. Where-did the procession break up? 

Just before reaching the temple. 

4. Then what did Jesus and his friends do? 

Entered the temple. 

5. What did he observe in the Court of the 
Gentiles ? 

Bullocks fastened to the columns of the portico, 
flocks of sheep and lambs, money-changers seated 
at their tables, and many people. 

6. Why were these animals there? 

For sale for the sacrifices, and for the passover. 

7. Why were money-changers there? 

To change the Roman and other foreign money 
for Jewish, which was the only kind received at 
the temple. 

8. Did Jesus think it right to use any part of 
the temple as a place for trade? 

No. It grieved him very much to see even its 
outer court thus used. 

9. Who came to him in the temple? 


The blind, the lame, and those who had diseases, 
to be healed. 

10. Was there a crowd around him all the time, 
and did they keep crying out in his praise ? 

Yes; but the men were not shouting as they did 
in the procession. 

iL What did the boys that were in the temple 
do 

They made a little procession, and marched 
around as they had seen the men, and sung “ Ho- 
sanna to the son of David.” 

12. Did this offend the priests? 

Yes; and they spoke angrily to Jesus about it. 

13. What did Jesus reply to them? 

He asked themif they had never read in one 
of their Psalms that God had ordained praise 
from the mouths of babes. 

14. What did the Psalmist mean? 

That the ways of little children were a testimony 
to God's wisdom and love. 

15. Do you think that Jesus was pleased to 
hear the young voices? 

16. What did Jesus do when the evening drew 
near? 

He went back to Bethany to spend the night. 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. What occurred in Jerusalem, upon the en- 
trance of Jesus in triumphal procession ? 

2. What do you suppose was the effect upon 
the Judeans of telling them that this man was 
Jesus from Nazareth of Galilee? 

3. What did Jesus do after entering the city? 

#. What was the scene before him as he en- 
tered the Court of the Gentiles? 

5. What reason was there for all this trading in 
the temple? 

6. Why did Jesus regard it as a desecration? 

7. Who came to him in the temple? 


8. What is said of the children? 

9. Is it natural for children to imitate their 
elders? 

10. What complaint did the priests make? 

11. How did they think Jesus was to blame? 

12. What answer did Jesus make to them? 
__ 18. How is it that the young, without knowing 
it, manifest the goodness of God? 

14. What was it that made the voices of the 
children so welcome to Jesus ? 

15. What can you imagine of the thoughts of 
Jesus as he went back to Bethany ? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


The excitement in Jerusalem; the procession in the city; the entrance to the temple; the scene 
there presented; the manner in which these abuses had grown up; the feeling of Jesus in regard to 
them; the resort to him; the children; the complaint of the priests; the reply of Jesus; the ways of 


childhood ;sthe departure from the city. 
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LESSON XXIX.—THE BARREN FIG-TREE. 


“Nothing but leaves! O God, shall it be, 
That this life shall so fruitless be found! 
No; fill us anew with thy spirit of love, 
For without it we cumber the ground.” 


{APRIL 18.] 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


And on the morrow, when they had come from 
Bethany, he was hungry; and seeing a fig-tree 
afar off having leaves, he went to see whether 
he might find any thing on it; and on com- 
ing to it he found nothing but leaves; for the 
season of figs had not come. And he answering 
said to it, Let no one eat from thee hence- 
forth for ever. And his disciples heard him. 

And they come to Jerusalem. » And be went into 
the temple, and began to cast out those who sold 
and bought in the temple, and overturned the ta- 


bles of the money-changers, and the seats of those 
who sold the doves; and he suffered no one to carry 
any vessel through the temple. And he taught, and 
said to them, Is it not written, ‘‘ My house shall 
be called a house of prayer for ali the na- 
tions’? ? but ye have made it a deu of robbers. 
And the chief priests and the scribes heard it, and 
sought how they might destroy him; for they 
feared him; because all the multitude was 
astonished at his teaching. — MARK xi. 12-19. 
Noyes’s Translation. 


CENTRAL TRUTH. — Professions of faith, and love, and righteousness, are nothing 


without the fruits thereof. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. Where did Jesus spend the night following 
his triumphal entry into Jerusalem ? 

2. What did he do the next morning ? 

He started again for Jerusalem with his dis- 
ciples. 

8. How came he to be hungry ? 

Probabiy he had spent the night not at the house 
of his friends, but in some retired place. 

4. What did he observe in the distance? 

A very fine looking fig-tree. 

5. Was it the time for ripe figs in the vicinity 
of Jerusalem? 

No; but the fruit begins to grow before the 
leaves come out. 

6. Seeing this tree so full of leaves what did 
Jesus think ? 

That there might be well-qrown figs upon it. 

7. What then did he do? 

He went to the tree to see if there were any. 

8. What did he find? 

Nothing but leaves. 
ruit. 

9. What did he say, because disappointed ? 


There was no sign of any 


Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. 

10. Did he have any ill-feeling towards the 
tree? 

No: he wanted to teach his disciples a lesson. 

11. If aman knows about God and his Jaws, 
what does his knowledge lead you to expect? 

That he will live rightly; do good deeds. 

12. What then is his knowledge like, and what 
are his good deeds like? 

The one is like the leaves on the tree; the other, 
like the fruit. 

13. If a man does not live the truth he learns, 
what is the result ? 

He loses its real worth, and is like a tree that 
bears only leaves. 

14. What does Jesus desire of us all? 

That we live rightly, doing only good. 

15. When Jesus reached the temple, what did 
he do? 

He drove out the traders, and taught that the 
temple was to be a house of prayer. 

16. The day over, what did he do? 

Retired again to Bethany. 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. How may we suppose Jesus spent the night 
at Bethany ? 

2. How do you account for his hunger, when he 
was on his way to Jerusalem ? 

8. What reason was there for supposing there 
might be fruit on the distant fig-tree ? 

4. When Jesus reached the tree, what did he 
find its condition? 

5. What does Matthew record that Jesus said, 

- and what does Mark ? 
6. Does either give his exact words? 


7. In what respect do both express the same 
idea? 

8. What do leaves and fruit respectively ex- 
press as illustrating human life? 

9. How is it that the tree Jesus came to mgy 
be said to represent the Jewish nation ? 

10. Did the remark of Jesus imply that that 
nation had lost the vital principle of religion? 

11. What work did Jesus undertake, after 
reaching the temple? 

12. How do you account for his success ? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


The night at Bethany; the walk towards Jerusalem; the hunger; the fig-tree in the distance; 
the expectation of Jesus; the condition of the tree; typical of the Jewish nation; distinction be- 
tween leaves and fruit in a spiritual sense; the lesson to the individual; the expulsion of the traders 
from the temple; the account of a like act at the first passover; the Jesson taught. ‘ 


. 


Out of his darkness into God’s own light.” 
. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


II2 
e) LESSON XXX.— THE PRAYER OF FAITH. 
[ApRin 25.] 
*‘ Say what is prayer, when it is prayer indeed ? 
The mighty utterance of a mighty need : 
4 The man is praying, who doth press with might 


TRENCH. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


And in the morning, as they were passing by, they 
saw the tig-tree withered from the roots. And Pe- 
ter remembered and said to him, Rabbi, see! the 
fig-tree which thou didst curse is withered away. 
And Jesus answering saith to them, Have faith 
in God. Truly do I say to you, that whoever shall 
say to this mountain, Be thou taken up, and cast 
into the sea, and shall not doubt in his heart, 


| 


but shall believe that what he saith will come to 
pass, he shall have it. Therefore I say to you, All 
things whatever ye shall pray for and ask, 
believe that ye have obtained, and ye shall 
have them. And when ye stand praying, forgive, 
if ye have aught against any one, that your Father 
who is in heaven may also forgive you your tres- 
passes. — MARK xi. 20-25. Noyes’s Translation. 


CENTRAL TRUTH.— The power of prayer is in the firm faith that the Father will 


always meet the soul’s deep sense of want. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. Again, where had Jesus snent the night? 
Somewhere on Mount Orives; near Bethany. 
2. In the morning what did he do? 

Started again for Jerusalem with his disciples. 

8. What day of the week was it? 

4. What did Peter observe as thev travelled 
along the same path as the dav before? 

That the fig-tree had withered. 

5. How did he speak of the tree? 

As the one that Jesus had cursed. 

6. Shall we take that word ‘‘ cursed ”’ in a bad 
sense ? 

No; Jesus only made the tree appear to the dis- 
ciples as it was, a dying tree. 

7. What did he tell the disciples they must: 
have? 

Faith in God. 

8. What is it to have faith in God? 

To trust in his love, and to know that He will give 
every thing that is needed. 

9. What did he say they could do, if their 
faith was so strong that no doubt could get into 
their hearts? 

Tell that mountain where they were to be re- 
moved into the sea, and it would be done. 


10. What mountain was it? 


It was either Mount Olives, or Mount Moriah 
on which was the temple. 

11. Did he actually mean that that real moun- 
tain could be thus removed ? 

He meant that, in doing the work God had given 
them, through faith any obstacle could be overcome, 
though it seemed like that mountain. 

12. When we pray, must we have faith that we 
shall receive what we ask? 

Yes; but what we ask for, when we truly pray, 
can only be that which God sees to be good and 
right. 

43. Will he always give us the very thing we 
ask for ? 

No; but he will give the good that our souls 
need, if we fully trust his love. 

14. Why did Jesus speak so strongly about 
faith ? 

Because nothing great can be done without it. 

15. Would Columbus have set out on his voy- 
age of discovery, if he had not faith that he 
should discover new lands? 

16. Would men ever pray if they had not 
faith ? 

17. The more faith they have, will they the 
more earnestly pray and work ? 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. Where did you in imagination locate the fig- 
tree alluded to in the last lesson ? 

2. Describe the coming to it the next morning. 

8. What did Peter notice in regard to it, and 
what did he say? 

4, Was there any thing in the words of Jesus 
that seemed to you like “cursing”? the tree? 

5. Did Peter speak as if Jesus had caused the 
tree to die as a punishment for bearing no fruit? 

6. How was the Jewish nation symbolized by 
this withered tree? 


7. Why did Jesus in connection with this scene 
charge his disciples to have faith in God? 

8. How is it that faith in God is the vital prin- 
ciple of religious life ? 

9. What did Jesus say could be done, if there 
was no doubt in the heart ? 

10. Did Jesus have any reference to the moun- 
tains of evil to be removed ? 

11. What can you think of that men have 
done, because energized by faith? 

12. Why is faith necessary to prayer? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


Another night on Mount Olives; the morning walk; the appearance of the fig-tree; the observa- 
tion of Peter; what was symbolized by the fig-tree in its dying condition; faith in God; the removal 


of the mountain in a spiritual sense; prayer; always answered through faith; to come from a for- 
giving heart. 


